
Conference themes:	  
Theme A: Impacts of climatic change on different sectors and implications for adaptation 
Theme B: Linking adaptation and development for human well-being 
Theme C: Integrated approaches across scales (local to global) towards transformation for a 4°C+ world 
Theme D:  Adaptation at the edge, in regions most vulnerable to change 
Theme E: Understanding, measuring and communicating adaptation 
 
Policy High Level Meeting on National Drought Policies Meeting 

Days	  
Day 1: State of knowledge 
Day 2: Seeking solutions 
Day 3: Addressing challenges 
Day 4: Adaptation into action/policy day 
 
Day 5:  Drought and national policies  
 

 

	  

Theme Day Session title and description Possible convenors   
A 1 1. Conducting Vulnerability, Impact and Adaptation Assessments: the 

principles, practical tools and results of assessments at various scales, with a 
special focus on Latin America and the Caribbean 

Roger Street, UK  

A 1 2. Climate change impacts on global drylands: 2 billion people live in 
drylands and the livelihoods of half of them depend on the environment – how 
will climate change impact these often marginal lands and what will be the 
flow-on effects on the rest of the world? 

Antonio Magalhaes, 
Brazil 

A 1 3. Impacts-Vulnerability-Adaptation in Central and South America: Results 
from IPCC WG2:  This session will discuss the main results of the Chapter 
27-Central and South America of the IPCC WG2 AR5 ( 

Jose Marengo-INPE 
Brazil; Graciela Magrin-
INTA Argentina 

A 1 4. Adaptation in the water sector: projecting changes in rainfall and rainfall 
variability is challenging in many regions of the world – what adaptations are 
emerging in the water sector? 

Francisco Meza, Chile 

A 1 5. Adaptation in the energy sector: changing temperatures will change energy 
demand in many parts of the world, but is this significant compared to other 
trends in energy demand, and how at-risk is energy infrastructure? 

 



A 2 6. Adapting agriculture to climate change: how well can the world’s food 
production and distributions systems meet the challenge of food security 
under climate change? 

Eduardo Assad, 
EMBRAPA,Brazil 

A 2 7. Adaptation in the human health sector: there will be direct and indirect 
effects on human health from climate change, and many of the adaptation 
options are intersectoral, in urban planning, ecosystem management and 
social infrastructure – are we dealing with these challenges? 

Ulises Confalonieri, 
FIOCRUZ, Brazill 

A 2 8. Adaptation in tourism: as a significant growth industry in many areas of the 
world, how may tourism respond to future climate change impacts and how 
may it help spread a culture of adaptive preparedness? 

 

A 3 9. Urban resiliency and adaptation strategies: with over half the world living 
in cities, what will be the effects of multiple climate change impacts on urban 
populations, and what networks and approaches to urban governance can 
enhance their resilience?  

Andrea Young, Kings 
College, London 

B 2 10. Microfinance for adaptation: partnering with the private sector to catalyze 
local adaptation action at a scale that counts, particularly in the context of 
Ecosystem-based Adaptation 

Jason Spensley, UNEP 

B 2 11. Linking adaptation and development for resource companies in 
developing countries: private sector operations in developing countries face 
continued challenges to their social licence to operate – how will these 
change with climate and what opportunities for partnerships open up? 

Paul Hardisty, CSIRO 
Australia  (TBC) 

B 2 12. National and sub-national case studies of adaptation: What are best 
practice cases of adaptation planning, implementation and monitoring across 
the world? 

Maria Lemos, USA 

B 4 13. Living with drought in the semiarid lands of the world: what are best Elena Abraham, 



practice local management, and national policy approaches to managing 
drought in drylands in ways that enhance local adaptive capacity? 

Argentina? 

B 4 14. International adaptation activities and trans-boundary cooperation for 
adaptation: what lessons are being learned about coordinating, funding and 
implementing adaptation above the national scale? 

 Ian Noble, USA 

B 4 15. Enhancing local governance for risk management and adaptation: 
governance at local and community levels, and its connections with provincial 
and national governance, are key to local adaptation – what are emerging 
case studies, information systems, decision support tools and social 
processes for this?  

José Daniel Pabón-
Caicedo, CIFFEN, 
Ecuador 

C 1 16. Understanding and communicating the impacts of >4°C on the world: 
what would be the systems consequences of >4°C global warming, and is 
adaptation feasible at 4-6°C? 

Mark New, South Africa 

C 2 17. Adaptation to >4°C: do we understand what might be needed to adapt to the 
upper end of plausible climate change, and how such actions could be 
implemented given uncertainty about the future?  

Jean Palutikof, NCCARF 
Australia  (TBC) 

C 2 18. Transformation in primary industries: slight climate change may be 
manageable with incremental adaptation and even be advantageous for 
primary industries, but >4°C presents transformative challenges to all forms 
of current primary production – how can such change be supported? 

Mark Howden, CSIRO 
Australia 

C 3 19. Integrated cross-sectoral adaptation planning: for many sectors the 
biggest risks are not so much in their own sector that they know well, but 
along their supply chains and value chains – how significant are these effects 
and how can they be managed? 

Rik Leemans, NL 

C 3 20. Impacts and adaptation for natural ecosystems in a >4°C world: >4°C 
has profound implications for natural ecosystems – what are the practical 

Craig James, CSIRO 



options for minimising or managing these effects? Australia 

C 3 21. The nexus of development and security particularly in arid and semi-
arid conflict-prone regions: climate change is likely to be a stress multiplier 
in areas subject to conflict – is this emerging and what can be done to 
ameliorate it? 

Ursula Spring Oswald, 
UNAM, Mexico  

C 4 22. Policy-making for transformation in a >4°C world: large-scale public 
institutions are often incremental and ad hoc in their policy evolution – can 
policy making in the face of adaptation become sufficiently nimble to cope 
with increasing rates of change? 

	  

D 2 23. Climate extremes and disaster management: climate change impacts will 
often be felt first through extremes and disasters – how are we managing 
human security in the face of these events?  

Paulina Aldunce, 
University of Chile and 
(CR)2, Chile 

D 2 24. Ecosystem-based Adaptation (EbA): EbA is an emerging response to 
climate change – what local experiences and national strategies point the 
way ahead, with a special focus in Latin America and the Caribbean   

Jason Spensley, UNEP 

D 2 25. Climate adapted engineering: continuing to bring adaptation thinking into 
engineering, with its implications for infrastructure planning and the 
construction industries  

E.Mario Mendiondo, 
USP-Sao Carlos, Brazil 

D 2 26. The use of seasonal climate-hydrological extremes in semiarid regions: 
The use of seasonal climate forecasts of droughts using dynamical and 
empirical modelling n semiarid regions, their use by small-scale farmers, and 
examples if success around the world’s semiarid regions. 

Eduardo Savio Martins, 
FUNCEME, Brazil 

D 3 27. Adaptation in coasts, deltas and small islands: coasts, deltas and small 
islands are on the front line of climate change and sea-level rise – what are 
the emerging best practices for anticipatory planning in these regions?  

Jochen Hinkel,Global 
Climate Forum 



D 3 28. Managing to retain essential ecosystem functions: under rapid climate 
change there is the potential for major loss in regulating ecosystem services 
and in the general resilience role of biodiversity – how can this be managed? 

Patricia Pinho, Brazil 

D 3 29. Changing risks landscapes: building resilience in the private sector. 
The session focus primarily on how different actors in the private sector can 
help framing adaptation solutions  

Laura Canevari and John 
Firth  Acclimatise, UK 

D 3 30. Adaptation-development nexus in rapidly growing urban areas: most of 
the growth in urbanisation in the next few decades will occur in developing 
countries, where there remain huge opportunities for better urban planning 
and service delivery – how can climate-sensitive development be best 
delivered? 

Cynthia Rosenzweig 
NASA GISS and 
Columbia University, USA  

E 1 31. Delivering information about climate and climate impacts for users: 
what information do users need and how can we provide it in forms that are 
useful for decision-making, particularly making use of new technologies 

Kevin Hennessy, CSIRO 
Australia 

E 1 32. Knowledge sharing and network management among public, civil 
society and private sector practitioners: communities of practice and 
effective public-private partnerships will play a vital role in supporting 
adaptation at local levels whilst enabling learning across regions globally – 
how should such networking be supported, with a particular focus in Latin 
America and the Caribbean?  

Hassan Virji, START  
(TBC) 

E 2 33. The economics of adaptation: making decisions about when and how much 
to adapt – case studies and principles 

Paul Desanker  (TBC) 

E 3 34. Communication of information for adaptation, risk assessment and 
behavioural change: the importance of appropriate adaptation messaging 
has been increasingly studied in recent years – what are the lessons for 
facilitating adaptation action? 

Diana Liverman & Mimi 
Gay-antaki, USA 



E 3 35. Guidance for vulnerability, impact and adaptation assessment: A range 
of guidance documents and handbooks intend to help users make the ‘right’ 
choice from among the many different approaches, methods and tools 
available to assess climate change vulnerability, impacts and adaptation. 
What commonalities and differences exist among these guidance documents, 
and what makes guidance particularly effective? 

Richard Klein, Sweden, 
Jochen Hinkel, Global 
Forum   

E 3 36. The interface between adaptation and mitigation: many decision-makers 
in industry and the community see responding to climate change as one 
issue that includes both adaptation and mitigation – how should such 
integration be supported and maladaptation avoided? 

 

E 3 37. Development and use of socio-economic scenarios for vulnerability & 
adaptation assessment: adaptation (especially transformative adaptation) 
depends on envisioning possible futures effectively – what has been the 
result of recent development of global socio-economic scenarios, and how 
can scenarios be used effectively across all scales? 

Joost Vervoost/John 
Ingram, Oxford, UK 

E 4 38. Measuring whether adaptation is happening: how can we determine 
whether adaptation is occurring at different scales and whether it is producing 
benefits? 

Ragne Low,   
ClimateXchange Scotland 
(TBC) 

E 4 39. Climate-adapted policy objectives: many policy objectives implicitly or 
explicitly assume climate stationarity (such as status quo-oriented 
conservation goals, fixed risk management thresholds, water trading based 
on absolute allocations, etc) – what is needed to change these legislative 
barriers to adaptation? 

Mark Stafford Smith, 
CSIRO Australia 

x  40. The Shift from Adaptation to Transformation: Did the concept change 
name but stay the same, or are these two ideas actually different? This 
session explores the ideas behind the concepts to better understand what is 

Lisa Schipper (Stockholm 
Environment Institute) 
and Jochen Hinkel 



needed to adjust to climate change over the coming decades. (Global Climate Forum). 

x  41. Learning from Cities: This session will take an analytical approach to better 
understand the effectiveness, benefits, and unintended negative 
consequences of urban responses to climate change. From a global 
perspective, what can we learn from the diversity of responses that exist and 
what are the implications for city-level policies and development?   

Corrie Griffith, 
Urbanization and Global 
Environmental Change 
(UGEC) Project, USA 

D  42. Adaptation in climate change hot spots of Africa and Asia: This session 
will highlight key research gaps and propose a new agenda for addressing 
the priority needs of vulnerable communities in semi-arid regions, glacier-fed 
river basins, and deltas in Africa and Asia. Areas of focus will include the 
potential benefits of collaborative research between Africa and Asia and 
opportunities for strengthening the research/policy/practice nexus in these hot 
spots.  

Blane Harvey, 
International 
Development Research 
Centre, Canada 

  43. Regions and Integrated Adaptation Plans. In the session we want to 
communicate and discuss experiences from a series of research and 
implementation projects in Germany, called KLIMZUG. Their aim was to 
enable regions to establish adaptation strategies covering different relevant 
sectors and integrating legal, technical, behavioural aspects and governance 
requirements. 

Karl-Heinz Simon, CESR 
Germany, Michaela 
Schaller, CSC Germany 

 


